
2010 Spring Workshop Speaker Bios 
 

Wednesday, May 19 

1:00 PM Commissioner Ken Stewart 
As Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Economic Development, 

the marketing arm of the state of Georgia, Ken Stewart oversees the stateõs 

lead agency for creating jobs and investment through new business 

location, existing industry expansion, international trade, development of 

the entertainment industry and tourism. He is Board Chair for the Georgia 

Centers of Innovation, the Georgia Tourism Foundation and Governor 

Perdueõs Growing Georgia Cluster group of state agency heads. 

 

 

 

2:30 PM Breakout Sessions 

Ripple, Wave or Tsunami: Weathering Retention, Recruitment & Recovery 
 

Andrew Schutt is a partner in Arnall Golden Gregory LLPõs Corporate 

Practice Group and a member of its Economic Development and 

International Business Practice Teams.  Andrewõs economic development 

practice focuses on advising companies, issuers, trustees, lenders and investors 

in economic development, incentives and bond financings.  Andrew has 

served as counsel in numerous negotiations of incentives packages with the 

State of Georgia and other Southeastern states representing both domestic and 

foreign companies.  Andrew also advises foreign companies in various 

corporate transactions, including the establishment of U.S. operations and 

mergers and acquisitions.  Andrew has represented companies based in Korea, Japan, Germany, 

India, and China, among others.  Andrew writes and speaks extensively on economic development 

and international topics, and is active in many professional organizations, including the Georgia 

Economic Developers Association and the National Association of Bond Lawyers.  Andrew 

currently serves as the Chair of GEDAõs public policy committee. 

 

Scott McMurray is a Senior Project Manager for Global Commerce at the Georgia Department of 

Economic Development (GDEcD), the marketing arm of the state of Georgia. He develops 



business relationships with companies both international and domestic and recruits those companies 

to establish facilities in Georgia. His particular niche is the Japanese market. 

Mr. McMurray is on the board of directors for the Japan-America Society 

of Georgia. 

Mr. McMurray joined GDEcD in 2005 as a Project Manager.  Previously, 

he held a management position with Overseas Operations Export 

Management of Los Angeles, CA. From 1988 until 1993, Mr. McMurray 

worked as both a public high school English teacher and college instructor 

in Miyazaki, Japan. From 1993 until 1996, he held a position as an Import 

Manager for a retail store chain in southwest Japan. 

A native of North Andover, MA, Mr. McMurray holds bachelorõs degrees 

in English Literature and in Economics and an M.A. in English Literature from Emory University. 

Additionally, he holds an associateõs degree in the Japanese Language from Southern Japan 

International College in Miyazaki, Japan. Mr. McMurray, his wife Robin and dog òJessó reside in 

Atlanta, GA. 

 

Brian Williamson is the Assistant Commissioner for DCAõs Community 

Development and Finance Division and has over 25 years experience 

developing and implementing community and economic finance programs. 

Brian is the proud recipient of the Georgia Municipal Associationõs State 

Government Service Award. He is a member of the boards of the Council of 

State Community Development Agencies, Community Development 

Advisory Council for Southern Growth and the State Housing Trust Fund.  

Brian graduated from the State University of West Georgia and is certified as 

an Economic Development Finance Professional by the National 

Development Council.   

 

Elmer Stancil is the community and government relations manager at the 

Georgia Department of Economic Development (GDEcD), the stateõs 

lead governmental organization for promoting, marketing and supporting 

economic growth.  

Mr. Stancil serves as a liaison between the department and state, local, and 

federal governments.  He is an advocate on behalf of the economic 

development community including the global commerce, entertainment 

and tourism industries.  He is responsible for identifying legislative 

opportunities and challenges that impact economic development in 

Georgia. 



Elmer joined the department in April 2007. His previous position with GDEcD was associate 

project manager in the Global Commerce division. 

Elmer previously worked at the Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bureau (ACVB) where he served 

on the Governmental Affairs Committee of the Georgia Restaurant Association. He also worked 

with the Georgia Hotel & Lodging Association during past Legislative Sessions.   

A native of Watkinsville, Georgia, Elmer holds a bachelorõs degree in economics from the University 

of Georgia. 

 

Sand Castles: Building on Basics for Rural Georgia 
Christy Cobb serves as Director of Economic Development, Georgia 

Work Ready Program Administrator, and Chief GED Examiner for East 

Central Technical College. She has also served as lead instructor for the 

Marketing Management Program at ECTC's Coffee Campus and for the 

Online Banking and Finance Program.  

 

She graduated from Valdosta State University with a Bachelor of Business 

Administration in Marketing. Prior to employment with East Central 

Technical College, Christy had four years of banking experience, working 

primarily in Public Relations and Customer Service. She also worked as a 

National Sales Manager for an Advertising agency. 

 

Lidell Greenway was born and raised in Coffee County.  She graduated from 

Coffeeõs public school system then attended Wesleyan College in Macon, 

Georgia where she graduated with a degree in Marketing in 1987.   

After graduating, she began her career in Macon starting with the University 

of Georgia Small Business Development Center as Continuing Education 

Coordinator.  From there she worked for the Greater Macon Chamber of 

Commerce serving in various capacities including Membership Services 

Manager and Communications Manger.  In that role, she assisted in the 

marketing efforts for prospect recruitment, existing industry expansion, and small business 

development.  She then joined Charter Hospitals of Macon where she successfully marketed 

managed care services for both medical/surgical and psychiatric services to business and industries 

on the Middle Georgia area.   She continued her work in the managed health care field with the 

Medical Center of Central Georgiaõs Secure Health Plan division.  After a few years living in Austin, 

Texas, she returned to Macon to work with ComputerLogic, Inc., a software development firm 

serving the automotive collision repair industry.   



After living in Macon for 20 years she returned home to Douglas to join the Douglas-Coffee County 

Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Authority to resume her work in the field of 

economic development 

She joined East Central Technical College in as Director of Economic Development.  Following the 

announcement of the merger of East Central Tech and Valdosta Tech, she was selected as Vice 

President of Economic Development for the merged colleges.  On July 1, 2010, the two colleges will 

officially become Wiregrass Georgia Technical College. 

Above all, the most important part of her life is spending time with her eleven year old daughter. 

Sink or Swim: Toss Me the Money! 
 

Todd Greene is vice president for economic and community development in 

the research division at the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta. He is also the 

Bankõs Community Affairs Officer and is the co-director of the Bankõs 

Labor, Education, and Health Policy Center. 

 

Greeneõs responsibilities include strategic direction and oversight of the 

Bankõs Economic and Community Development efforts including research, 

programs, and outreach to promote economic vitality and fair and impartial 

access to credit in the Sixth Federal Reserve District, which includes Florida, 

Georgia, Alabama, and portions of Tennessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana.  

 

Greene joined the Bank in 2008 as assistant vice president for economic and community 

development research and was named Community Affairs Officer in 2009. In 2010, he was 

promoted to vice president. 

Prior to joining the Atlanta Fed, Greene held leadership roles with Southwestern Bell Corporation, 

the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority and in management consulting. More recently, 

Greene served as the director for Community, Policy and Research Services at Georgia Techõs 

Enterprise Innovation Institute with oversight of research and implementation efforts in applied 

economic development and as the executive director of the Program in Science, Technology, and 

Innovation Policy- a joint initiative with the Georgia Tech School of Public Policy.    

 

Greene is past president of the Georgia Economic Developers Association. At the national level, he 

is on the Board of Directors of the International Economic Development Council and is a member 

of the Southern Economic Development Council. Greeneõs previous board experience includes 

United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta, Georgia Academy for Economic Development, Georgia 

Chamber of Commerce and SouthEast Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors. 

He is a graduate of the 2009 Leadership Georgia class and the 2003 Buckhead Business Association 

Leadership Development Program.  In 2002, he obtained the Certified Economic Developer 

designation (CEcD).   



 

Greene earned a bachelorõs degree in English and American literature and language from Harvard 

University and masterõs degrees in human resources management from Washington University and 

in public administration from Georgia State University.    

 

Laura Cross is currently President and CEO of Oglethorpe Bank. 

Oglethorpe Bank is a locally owned, locally operated commercial bank 

located in Glynn County. Laura was one of ten original organizers of the 

bank. Oglethorpe Bank received itõs bank charter in November of 2002 

and began operations in August of 2003. Oglethorpe Bank has grown to 

over $260 million in assets. The bank has offices in Brunswick and St. 

Simons Island. The Bank is the fourth largest bank in market share in the 

Brunswick metropolitan statistical area (MSA). Oglethorpe Bank is the 

third de novo bank in which she has participated in the organization and 

executive management. Laura served as an executive officer and organizer 

in The Community Bank of Carrollton, Carrollton, Georgia organized in 1987 and Hometown Bank, 

Villa Rica, Georgia organized in 1997. Other previous employers include Heritage Bank in Atlanta, 

Bank South in Atlanta, Southern Bank in Waycross, First National Bancorp in Gainesville and First 

Liberty in Macon.  

Laura is originally from Blackshear, Georgia. She received her High school diploma from Blackshear 

High School. She received her BA from the University of Florida (Gainesville, Florida) with honors. 

She completed the Graduate School of Banking at LSU (Baton Rouge, Louisiana). 

Laura serves on the Boards of the following organizations: Glynn-Brunswick Memorial Hospital 

Authority (Treasurer), Glynn County Airport Commission, College of Coastal Georgia Foundation, 

ATC Adult Literacy Council, The Coastal Symphony of Georgia(Treasurer), Keep Brunswick 

Golden Isle Beautiful(Chair), and Harmony Square. She also serves on the Glynn County Board of 

Education ESPLOST Oversight Committee.  

Laura is married to Lewis McKinley. They have three daughters: Madeline Jackson, Molly Troxell 

and Lauren McKinley. They have one grand child: Tripp Troxell. They attend St. Markõs Episcopal 

Church in Brunswick. 

 

David Perry is communications director for the US Small Business 

Administration (SBA) in the Southeastern United States.  He manages public 

affairs and media relation efforts for the presidential appointed regional 

administrator and coordinates with district offices in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 

Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee to 

maximize positive media coverage and ensure consistent branding and 

messaging for the agency.   



 

From 1999 until his appointment as regional communications director in 2002, David was manager 

of marketing and outreach for SBA in Georgia.  He supervised a staff of ten that had responsibility 

for marketing SBA programs, grantee and partner oversight, as well as coordination of the agencyõs 

small business training and counseling efforts in the state.   

 

David joined SBA in 1998 as lead SBA staff member at the Atlanta One Stop Capital Shop, an 

economic development center operated in partnership between SBA and the Atlanta Empowerment 

Zone Corporation.  In that position, he worked with community economic development officials to 

create business opportunities for individuals residing in the Empowerment Zone and to encourage 

business development and job creation in designated communities.   

From 1983 until 1998, David was a domestic policy advisor to US Congressman W.G. Hefner from 

North Carolina.  He served on Congressman Hefnerõs staff for 16 years as both a District Office 

Manager based in North Carolina and on the legislative staff in Washington, DC.  He advised the 

congressman in a wide variety of policy areas, including immigration, entitlements, agriculture, health 

care, civil rights and justice issues.  

A native of North Carolina, David is a graduate of the University of North Carolina.  He has been 

involved in a variety of community and business organizations. 

 

 

Thursday, May 20 

9:00 AM Commissioner Chris Clark 
As Commissioner of Natural Resources, Chris Clark is the fifth 

person to head the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and 

its approximately 2300 employees. DNR has statewide 

responsibilities for the management and conservation of Georgiaõs 

natural, historic and cultural resources, including fish and wildlife, 

land conservation, coastal resources, historic preservation, 

sustainability initiatives, and air and water quality. DNR protects 

and conserves Georgiaõs diverse wildlife populations and provides quality outdoor recreation 

through its management of more than one million acres of public lands in state parks, natural areas, 

public fishing areas and wildlife management areas.  

Mr. Clark currently serves as Chairman of the Coastal Marshlands and Shore Protection 

Committees, chairs the Conserve Georgia Council, and serves on the Land Conservation Council 

and the Georgia Aviation Authority board.  Commissioner Clark is an advisory board member for 

the University of Georgiaõs College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences, a member of the 

advisory board for the College of Liberal Arts at Georgia Southern University, and serves on 

Georgia College and State Universityõs Masters of Arts Advisory Council.  



 

Prior positions include serving as executive director of the Georgia Environmental Facilities 

Authority, deputy commissioner for global commerce at the Georgia Department of Economic 

Development, president & CEO of the Fayette County Development Authority in metro Atlanta, 

and president & CEO of the Hawkinsville-Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce and 

Development Association.  

A native of Fitzgerald, Commissioner Clark earned a bachelorõs degree from Georgia Southern 

University and received a masterõs degree in public administration from Georgia College and State 

University.  In 2006, Georgia Trend Magazine named him to its annual ò40 Under 40ó list of state 

leaders, and in 2010 included him in its list of 100 most influential Georgians.   He is the recipient of 

the 2010 Alumni Achievement Award from Georgia College and State University, and he is a 

member of the 2008 Leadership Georgia class. 

Mr. Clark, his wife Tiffany and son Christian reside near Peachtree City in Fayette County, Georgia 

and attend Dogwood Baptist Church. 

 

C. Jones Hooks has more than 30 years of experience in managing 

publicly funded organizations. His background includes working 

extensively in the public and private sectors, on local, state, national and 

international levels. 

Originally from Metter, Georgia in Candler County, Hooksõ Georgia 

roots run deep.  After completing undergraduate work at the University 

of Georgia in 1975 (where he met his wife, Stephanie), Hooks moved to 

Washington D.C. where he earned his MBA at George Washington 

University and worked as a Legislative Aide for Congressman Ronald 

òBoó Ginn (D-GA deceased).  After completion of his graduate work, Hooks assumed a full time 

position with Ginn as Liaison for Intergovernmental Relations, working primarily with local 

governments throughout Georgiaõs coastal region.  Of particular note, Hooks served as the 

Department of Defense Coordinator for the Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base in Camden County 

from 1981-1987. 

In 1981, Hooks was named Director of the Kings Bay Impact Coordinating Committee (KBICC), 

established by Congress to assist local communities in preparing for and mitigating impacts created 

by construction of the Navyõs new Trident Submarine Base at Kings Bay, Georgia.   In his role with 

the KBICC Hooks is credited with coaxing leadership in Georgia and Florida to effect planning for 

quality, managed growth in their communities.  During his tenure at Kings Bay, Hooks advocated 

and was involved in the development of all projects initiated by the KBICC, resulting in more than 

$30 million in federal appropriations and $6 million in special state funding to Georgia and Florida.  

. 

After six years at Kings Bay, Hooks was recruited by officials in Albany, Georgia to stimulate the 

areaõs economic development efforts.  His work led to creation of the new Albany-Dougherty 



Economic Development Commission.  After successful management of that organization, Hooks 

was chosen by local leaders to head Albanyõs Chamber of Commerce, resulting in the merger of the 

two organizations.  During his tenure Hooks was instrumental in earning Albanyõs designation as 

Georgiaõs first òFive Star Communityó. 

In 1997, Hooks moved to Atlanta to work in the private sector with KPMGõs Strategic Relocation 

and Expansion Services, where he spent months on special assignment with the Stateõs Yamacraw 

Mission, a state-funded, highly confidential project focused on building a high tech economy in 

Georgia.   

Beginning in 1999, Hooks served almost nine years as President/CEO of the Hampton Roads 

Economic Development Alliance representing 15 jurisdictions in Virginia.  The Alliance represented 

the diverse coastal region of southeast Virginia, including 1.5 million people in jurisdictions from 

Williamsburg and Yorktown to Virginia Beach.  The Hampton Roads Alliance is a public/private 

regional partnership representing 15 governments  

Hooks returned to his native Georgia in 2008 to become the Executive Director of the Jekyll Island 

Authority (JIA) on Jekyll Island Georgia.  Today, Hooks serves as the chief executive for the JIA.  

The Authority is responsible for the natural and cultural stewardship of Jekyll Island, a barrier island 

off Georgiaõs coast.  The JIA is responsible for providing services, programs, and amenities that 

maximize benefits to Island visitors and residents.  The Authority has 162 full time personnel and 

160 part time employees.  The JIA is financially self-sustaining with an annual budget of 

approximately $17.0 million. 

 Widely regarded as a leader in his community and profession, Hooks has actively served in a variety 

of roles, locally through church, civic, and professional organizations, and at the state level including 

Leadership Georgia, the Georgia Economic Developers Association where he served as president. 

He was appointed by Governor Zell Miller to the Georgia Student Finance Commission.  Hooks 

has taught Marketing as part of the Basic Economic Development Course at Georgia Techõs 

Economic Development Institute in Atlanta for 15 years.   

Whether in a public or private setting, Hooksõ personal tenets for leadership excellence include:  

vision, sensitivity to local and state values, embracing new ideas, crafting collaborative partnerships, 

and, most importantly, honesty and transparency with accountability. 

Married for 33 years, Jones and Stephanie Hooks have two married sons and two grandsons. 

 

10:30 AM Peter Rajecki 
A native of Germany, Peter Rajecki attended Sprayberry High School in Marietta and lettered at 

the University of Georgia in 1968-70. One of the highlights of his career was a 54-yard field goal 

against Mississippi State in 1970.  



After Georgia, he played for the New York Stars of the World Football League and in the NFL for 

the Washington Redskins and Tampa Bay Buccaneers.  Today, Peter is owner, founder and chief 

executive officer of AMTech USA, Inc., a unique, multi-level marketing company and Estrol Oil for 

the car racing industry.   

He is married to the former Kathy Lloyd of Gainesville, Georgia and they have six children.  They 

currently reside in Marietta, Georgia. 

 

 

Friday, May 21 

8:30 AM Mike Pennington 
Mike Pennington is the Executive Director of the Georgia Economic Developers 

Association (GEDA). GEDAõs Mission is òto provide and promote networking 

and professional development opportunities and to shape economic development 

public policy.ó His daily role is to manage the operations, programs and activities 

of the 900-member organization. 

 

Mike comes to GEDA from the Greater Rome Chamber of Commerce where he 

served as the Director of Economic Development. Prior to joining the Chamber 

of Commerce in 2005, Mike was a project manager with the Georgia Department of Industry, Trade 

& Tourism and with Georgia EMC, both in Atlanta. There, he assisted clients with site location 

decisions, developed leads for statewide economic development organizations and marketed the 

benefits of Georgia. He also initiated out-of-state marketing trips to call on previously identified 

prospects. 

 

Mike is a member of the Southern Economic Development Council (SEDC), International 

Economic Development Council (IEDC) and the Georgia Society of Association 

Executives(GSAE). He serves on the Board of Directors of the Georgia Academy for Economic 

Development (GAED), GSAE and the Georgia Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives 

(GACCE) and is an advisor to the Board of Directors of the Georgia Department of Economic 

Development. Mike graduated from the University of Oklahomaõs Economic Development Institute 

in 2002 and has since also completed the Georgia Academy for Economic Development and 

Leadership Rome programs.  Mike received his Certified Economic Developer (CEcD) status in 

January 2009 and was named one of Georgia Trend Magazine's "40 Under 40" for 2009. 

 

Mike, his wife Leigh, and their children Nate and Elizabeth, currently live in Marietta, GA. 

 

 

 



10:00 AM Leaders in Legislation 
Andrew Schutt is a partner in Arnall Golden Gregory LLPõs Corporate Practice 

Group and a member of its Economic Development and International Business 

Practice Teams.  Andrewõs economic development practice focuses on advising 

companies, issuers, trustees, lenders and investors in economic development, 

incentives and bond financings.  Andrew has served as counsel in numerous 

negotiations of incentives packages with the State of Georgia and other 

Southeastern states representing both domestic and foreign companies.  Andrew also advises foreign 

companies in various corporate transactions, including the establishment of U.S. operations and 

mergers and acquisitions.  Andrew has represented companies based in Korea, Japan, Germany, 

India, and China, among others.  Andrew writes and speaks extensively on economic development 

and international topics, and is active in many professional organizations, including the Georgia 

Economic Developers Association and the National Association of Bond Lawyers.  Andrew 

currently serves as the Chair of GEDAõs public policy committee. 

 

10:45 AM Commissioner Mike Beatty 
 

Governor Sonny Perdue appointed Mike Beatty as Commissioner of the 

Georgia Department of Community Affairs in June 2003.  A native of 

Jefferson, GA in Jackson County, he has served as a leader in education, 

business and government.  As an educator, Commissioner Beatty taught 

history and coached football for eight years in our Northeast Georgia 

schools.  As a businessman, he and his wife Judy have started and operated 

several small businesses including a poultry and cattle farm.  As a legislator, 

Commissioner Beatty served northeast Georgia in both the state House of 

Representatives and the state Senate.  Truly, Commissioner Beattyõs 

background gives him a unique perspective on the challenges facing our state and our communities. 

 

Under his leadership, DCA has launched: 

¶ Team Georgia to encourage collaboration between DCAõs unique divisions in an effort to 

better serve its customers; 

¶ The Signature Community Program which works with communities already on the right track 

and helps them implement key portions of their comprehensive plans; 

¶ Opportunity Zones to encourage the creation of jobs and businesses in communities 

transitioning from blight to economic growth; 

¶ Winning Water Festivals to teach Georgiaõs young people about the importance of water to 

our communityõs growth and prosperity; 

¶ Dream City partnerships in six Georgia cities to encourage homeownership opportunities 

throughout our state; and 



¶ Many other programs that support DCAõs core objectives of helping building 

communities, enabling economic development, promoting housing options and fostering 

sustainable development. 

Commissioner Beatty serves as Governor Perdueõs alternate to the Appalachian Regional Commission 

and as chairperson of the stateõs Coastal Comprehensive Planning Advisory Committee, which has been 

tasked with helping to define the future for our beautiful and growing coast.  His other board service 

includes the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority, OneGeorgia Authority, Governorõs 

Workforce Investment Board, Land Conservation Council and the Georgia Water Council.   Mike 

Beatty is a lifelong resident of Jackson County and a graduate of The University of Georgia.  A 

member of Grove Level Baptist Church in Maysville, he and his wife Judy have been married for 35 

years.  The Beattys are the parents of one daughter and the grandparents of three grandsons. 


